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Dr .  D i  anne  N i  e l  son ,  D j  rec to r
Utah  D iv is jon  o f  0 i l ,  Gas  &  Min ing
355 West  Nor th  Templ  e
3  Tr iad  Cente r ,  Su i te  350
Sa l t  Lake  C i ty ,  UT B41BC-1203

Dear  D i  anne :

The D iv is ion  has  rev iewed Utah Fue l  Company 's  permi t  amendment  fo r  Sky l ine
l ' l j ne 's  p roposed coa l  s tack ing  tube.  As  par t  o f  the  proposa ' l  ,  the  nor th  coa l
s to rage area  w i l l  be  expanded back  towards  the  ex is t ' ing  Midd le  Fork  cu lver t .
To  accommodate  the  expans jon ,  the  cu lve r t  w i l l  be  re loca ted  approx imate ly  100
fee t  ups t ream.

At  p resen t ,  the re ' i s  a  debr i s  sump above  the  cu lve r t  to  con t ro l  sed imenta t jon
due to  runof f .  However ,  th is  sump has  a lso  caused macro inver tebra tes  to
become t rapped.  Ecc les  Creek  suppor ts  a  se l f -sus ta in ing  cu t th roa t  t rou t
popu la t ion  tha t  re l ' i es  0n  macro inver tebra te  d r i f t  fo r  fo rage .  The  D jv is ion
thus recommends that  a debr i  s  sump not  be formed above the new cul  ver t .  The
ex is t ing  debr i s  sump shou ld  be  f j l l ed  and  seeded

To he1 p contro l  sed' imentat  i  on ,  bare s1 opes shoul  d be seeded and temporary
sed jment  con t ro l  s t ruc tu res  used  wh j le  the  vege ta t jon  es tab l i shes  i t se l f .  In
add i t j on ,  i t  i s  recommended tha t  w i l l ow shoo ts  be  p lan ted  a long  150  fee t  o f
each  bank  o f  M idd le  Fork  above  the  cu lve r t .  Th is  w i l l  m i t j ga te  fo r
d is tu rbance  to  the  c reek .

Cons t ruc t jon  shou ld  be  t imed to  co inc ide  w i th  low f low per iods  and  to  beg in  n0
sooner  than mid  August  a f te r  f j sh  eggs  have ha tched.  Wet  cement  f rom the
cons t ruc t ion  s j te  shou ld  be  kep t  ou t  o f  the  wa te r  as  i t  w i l l  ra i se  pH leve ls
and  cause  f i sh  mor ta l i t y .

Thank you fo r  an  oppor tun i ty  to  rev jew and prov ide  comment .

S i  nce[el y,

'A^$*,,
T imothy  H .
D i  rec to r

an equal opportun'ty employet


